[Aneurysm of the descending aorta causing destruction of vertebral bodies. Case report].
A case report of 59-year-old woman with combined lesion of the aneurysm of the descending thoracic aorta and the destruction of vertebral bodies is presented. Considering the infectious aetiology of the whole lesion and the possibility of the future orthopaedic intervention we use the less usual operative approach and technique in this case. Only indirect method to prevent the spinal cord injury was used and the aneurysm was repaired with bypass and exclusion. The only postoperative complication requiring future surgery was the dissection and thrombosis of the right superficial femoral artery used for blood pressure monitoring. We perform, in local heparinization, the proximal femoropopliteal prosthetic bypass. The latter postoperative course was uneventful. Follow-up digital angiography of the aorta 12 month later showed good filling of the prostheses and normal anastomosis, X-ray film and CT scans one, three and five years after operation showed almost complete reconstruction of the vertebral bodies. This article also discusses the technical and tactical aspects of the thoracic aortic aneurysm repair and also analyses the diagnostic and therapeutic chance to influence the spinal cord ischaemia.